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Abstract:

This article presents a critical overview of'the life, intellectual background, and poetic
contribution of Haneef Ahmad Asadi, widely known in literary circles as Haneef Asadi. Born
in 1919 in Shahjahanpur, India, and later settled in Karachi after the creation of Pakistan,
Asadi was nurtured in a deeply religious and literary environment that shaped his personality
and creative vision. Educated at Aligarh University, he balanced professional life with
literary pursuits, remaining actively engaged in poetry alongside his service career. After
performing Hajj, he devoted himself entirely to Hamd and Naat, reflecting a conscious
spiritual transformation in his creative journey. His Naatia poetry is marked by profound love
for the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), sincerity of devotion, emotional depth, and refined
artistic expression. His two celebrated Naat collections, Zikr-e-Khair-ul-Anam and Aap
1)’3‘"&‘ , hold a significant place in Urdu Naat literature. The article also situates Asadi’s work
within the broader framework of literary criticism, emphasizing how critical analysis seeks
to understand the essence of creative literature by examining both artistic form and
underlying principles. Through an analytical reading of Asadi’s poetry, the study highlights
his lasting contribution to Urdu devotional poetry and his distinguished position among

leading Naat poets of his time.
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